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Above: a young Doug Johnstone dreams of
World Cup glory for Scotland as a youngster in
the early 80s, and (inset left) as he is today — still
waiting for the same dream to come true!

Family events around
Courier Country

“HEY WEE man, how’s it going? If I’m
not mistaken that’s Scotland’s 1982 World
Cup strip you’ve got on. I’m not sure
whether that World Cup has happened
when the photograph was taken, but either
way, it’ll be one of a number of crushing
disappointments you’ll have to get used to
as a Scotland supporter.

You’ve already suffered the 1978 World
Cup debacle, which
will haunt you for
the rest of your
life, and teach you
a valuable lesson
about not getting up
yourself too much.
The weird thing is,
getting knocked
out of World Cups
is something you’ll
take for granted.
Trust me, now
that we no longer
even qualify, it’s
a hundred times
worse.

I can tell by the
grassy slope behind
you that this picture
was taken at the
Keptie Pond in
Arbroath. You live right across the road
from there, a beautiful location that you’ll
realise when you get older that you took
for granted.As it happens, when you hit 40
you’ll also live across the road from a park
with a pond, in Edinburgh this time, but it’s
not as cool as Keptie Pond.

I lost count of the number of times you
lost your football into the water there over
theyears, andhad towaitages for the ripples
to bring it back to shore. What will amaze
you is that all that kickabout stuff was worth
it — you’re now playing for Scotland! Not
the actual football team, but you will one

Hello me
day help to establish the Scotland Writers’
Football Club, who you play for regularly. It
will take you to the likes of London, Rome,
Vienna and Gothenburg, and it will enrich
your life in a way that’s hard to explain.

That’s right, you’re a writer in the future.
A novelist, mostly, with six under your belt
so far. Before that, you were a journalist
for over a decade, for the most part writing

about the music
and bands that you
loved. Because yes,
you still love music
in the future as much
as you did back in
1982.

If I remember
rightly, 1982 is a
transitionalphase for
your music tastes.
You’ve f inished
at Timmergreens
Primary School
and are about to go
to Arbroath High
School round the
corner, and your
musical tastes are
going to jump from
Adam and the Ants
and Madness to

AC/DC and Iron Maiden. It’s all good.
I wish I had some decent advice for you,

but I’m not sure I’ve learned much over the
years.

Actually, I think it’s important not to be
too certain about life. Stay open to new
ideas like you are at 12 years old. Stay in
love with people and places and music and
books and science and sport and life.

Discover alcohol, but don’t go too
crazy.You love what you do for a living in
the future, and have a beautiful wife and
children, and there’s no better way to live
than that.”

Eachweekweask someonewith a connection to CourierCountry towrite a letter to
theiryoungerself.What would they tell themselves? Novelist, journalist andmusician
Doug Johnstone spent his childhood in Arbroath and has had six novels published.
Hereheoffers somewords of wisdom to his 12-year-old self . . .

Forfar Gala Week
Myre Green, Forfar
Until June 22
AMONG THE attractions
are DD8 Music, dog
agility courses, classic
cars, a funfair and burger
stalls. Commonwealth
Games theme runs all
week. The gala day itself
on June 22 will host a
variety of performances,
demonstration and stalls.
Daily from noon.
Admission: Free.
www.angusahead.com

Zip Line
Monikie Country Park
June 22 and 29
CLIMB A vertical wall then
scream down a 160m zip
line. Pre-booking essential.
June 22, 10am to 4pm;
June 29, 1pm to 4pm.
Admission: £5.80.
Tel: 01382 370202
www.angusahead.com

Burntisland Summer
Fairground
Until August 17
ALL THE fun of the fair on
the links just yards from
a Blue Flag beach, this
traditional funfair provides
all you need for a great
family day out including
rides and side stalls, food
and not forgetting the
candy floss. Mon-Sat noon
to 10pm, Sundays 1pm
to 9pm.
Admission: Entry is free
but rides vary in price.
www.fifedirect.org.uk

Dunfermline
Children’s Gala
Pittencrieff Park
June 21
ONE OF the largest galas
of its kind in Scotland,
starting with a parade
of floats and over 3,000
schoolchildren from
Dunfermline High Street
to Pittencrieff Park

followed by entertainment
including jugglers, stilt
walkers, funfair and more.
Parade starts at 11am.
Admission: Free.
www.dunfermlinegala.
co.uk

Cycling Skills Workshop
Atholl Centre, Pitlochry
June 18 and 25
WORKSHOP DESIGNED
to help boost your
confidence to enable you
to integrate cycling as
part of your daily travel
choices. Every Wednesday
until June 25. 6.30pm to
8.30pm.
Admission: Free.
To book contact Kat
Brown Kat@Highland
PerthshireCycling.co.uk

Celebrating Highland
Games
Gateway to the Glens
Museum, Kirriemuir
Until August 2
THIS EXHIBITION looks
back at the history of the
games with a display of
dancing costumes, photos
and memorabilia.
10am to 5pm.
Admission: Free.
Tel: 01575 575479
www.angus.gov.uk

Dido Belle: Her Story
Scone Palace, Perth
Until October 31
A NEW exhibition which
tells the story of Dido
Elizabeth Belle, the mixed
race daughter of a slave
and a British admiral.
Admission: Entry is
included in the ticket price
for the palace and grounds
(Adults £10.50, children
£7.60, concessions
£9.80, family £33).
Tel: 01738 552300
scone-palace.co.uk

l For full listings see
What’s On every Friday.
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CALL: 0161 848 1100 quoting CA130 Please have your credit/debit card details at hand.

BY POST: The Courier Heuchara Offer, (CA130), J. Parker Dutch Bulbs
(W/S) Ltd., 14 Hadfield Street, Old Trafford, Manchester, M16 9FG

Open to UK readers only. Delivery within 28 days. Terms and conditions available on request. Offer closes on 30.06.14.
Goods are supplied and fulfilled by J. Parker Dutch Bulbs (W/S) Ltd. Reg. no. 1467306.

From time to time D.C. Thomson & Co., Ltd., its group companies and its partner businesses would like to
contact customers to manage their account, for market research purposes and about new products, services
and offers we think will be of interest. We’ll assume that we can contact you by e-mail, post or telephone
unless you tick the relevant box. No contact from D.C. Thomson & Co., Ltd., or its group companies unless it
relates to an existing orderq No contact from our partner businessesq CA130

Name................................................................................
Address ............................................................................
...................................................... Postcode....................
Phone............................Email..........................................

I enclose a cheque/postal order, made payable to J. Parker Dutch Bulbs (W/S) for
the total amount of £ .................... (Please write your name and address on the back
of your cheque.) If you are ordering by Credit Card please complete the following:

Card Type: Maestro/Delta/MasterCard / Visa (delete as necessary)

Card No .................................................................................................................................
Start Date: .......... /........... Expiry Date: ........... /........... Issue No: .....................................
Cardholders Signature ........................................................................................................

Cardholders Name .........................................................................................................

ITEM PRICE QTY TOTAL

(A) 3 Heuchera Blackberry Jam £13.99

(B) 3 Heuchera Electra £13.99

(C) 3 Heuchera Peach Flambe £13.99

3 Heuchera Collection £13.99

6 Heuchera Collection £19.98

Total Cost Of Order £

NEW LUXURY HEUCHERA
Heuchera are famed for their spectacular foliage and attractive late spring/early
summer flowers. The vibrancy of leaf colour alone makes this semi-evergreen
perennial plant a must have. Ideal for growing in pots on the patio or at the
front of a border. Height 30-40cm. Large module grown plants supplied.

NEW LUXURY HEUCHERA

A

B

C

A. 3 Heuchera Blackberry Jam £13.99
Rich purple and maroon foliage, with deep green veins.
B. 3 Heuchera Electra £13.99
Golden leaves with red veins.
C. 3 Heuchera Peach Flambe £13.99
Flaming red-orange foliage, turning peach-plum in
summer/early autumn.
3 Heuchera Collection £13.99
One each of the above three varieties.
6 Heuchera Collection £19.98
Two each of the above three varieties, saving £8 off RRP.

BUY
SIX FOR

£19.98
SAVE £8


